Battle of Fall River Was Fought in 1778;
British Repelled by Outnumbered Natives

The Battle of Fall River took|of Col. Joseph Durfee, rallied to theaflame, and then took to their boats| A small company of Americans
place on Sunday morning, May 25 defense of their homes. | with the Fall Riverites in pursuit. |were aftacked by one hundred and
1778, They wisely waited for the Bl‘ii-: With them, in one boat, they took|fifty British whom they bravely

At that time there were often|ish at the brow of the hill, where an elderly hostage, Richard Bm‘dr-n_lrﬁpll!sect This tahlet is erected by
British ships lying in Narraganseti|the City Hall now stands, and as Whose house they bUl'i}ﬁ‘dv A“ m"-'lt'@w?quecban Chapter, Daughters of
Bay, and from them raiding parties|the invaders reached the crest they boat was passing Bristel Ferryiihe American Revolution of Fall
were sent on sorties. There were|opened fire, {American sharpshooters were Walt-l River, Massachusetts, May 25, 1879."
raids on Portsmouth and Tiverton, No Native Casualties |ing for it and fired at it from lhe! iy G ey PPN T Y
biit this seems to have been the| The Fall Riverites are said to|shore. - [ ® ks .
only one on the hamlet of Falljhave been outnumbered five to one| Borden, to escape being shot h.\'l\f(-.a'- Of 130';

River, by the British. but whether their his own people, threw himself l'lﬁ:II o e R - Ll |

For Fall River was then so smalljadvantageous position determined on the bottom of the boat. Two of ey |
fhat even the name “hamlet” seems battle, or whether they fought|the British seized him and held Wab lJ" erltful-
io overstale the case, There \\-m_,ii‘}ﬁl'-‘.li_'r Ibccauﬁc» they were fighting him upright, bu_l the .-Eha.l'p-‘iht)()tﬂl‘.‘:l Fall River came inta heing in
just a eluster of houses where the for their homes, they repelled the on the shore killed both the me“ll%u? a vear marked by tw ther
Granite Block and the City Hall|Redcoats without the loss of a sin-|who were holding him without in- "= Yo PEEES oS S
now stand, and a few houses alongig]ﬁ: man, |juring the aged American, B:’_r'l't']‘.’-‘l'llnOLG“‘Urih-‘r events in the history of
the Quequechan River. Tn Two British soldiers were killed was afterward released by the Brit—‘lhe United States.

Nevertheless the British sent 500/in the engagement, and were|ish | Most prominent was ihe Louisi-|
troops under the command of a buried by the Colonials at noon tho| The spot on which the Baitle of i Bliybliase, | bk Bt el oA
Major Ayres to raid the village. same day. [all River was fought is com-(""% peih SN ng

They landed in boats on the enst| When the Britizsh landed, they memorated by a plaque on the {ront event. of the administration of
t_»ho‘t*a_ af the Taunton River, and|set fire to the nearhy new home of jof City Hall, v | Thomas Jéfferson as President,
started to climb the hill. _ {Thomas Borden, which stood about, The inscription on the plague| The other event, which was not

On the way they were seen, an|where the Firestone planf is now. reads: ratified until Congress acted upon|
1_!:‘:1;'111”\5':_35 sotinded, and the men|Later, on the way back down the| *“The Battle of Fall River was|it this year, was-the admission of |
of the village, under the command hill, they set geveral other homes fought near this site, May 25, 1778. Ohio inlo the Union,




