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SAILS ILS Evaluation Task Force

 
 
The SAILS ILS Evaluation Task Force held its first meeting Tuesday, July 23 at the SAILS
office.
 
The charge of the Task Force is to assess staff and public satisfaction with the Symphony
Integrated Library System (ILS) and the Enterprise discovery layer; to conduct a survey of
other available Integrated Library Systems; and to provide a recommendation as to whether
SAILS should seek a new Integrated Library System.
 
SAILS is conducting its evaluation this year because the network’s contract with SirsiDynix
ends in October 2020. It is a good opportunity for the network to determine if there are other
systems that might better meet the needs of our libraries. The evaluation would also explore
potential cost savings of changing to a different system.
 
In its first meeting, the Task Force agreed that any system used by SAILS must 1) support
different circulation policies in SAILS libraries and 2) provide off-site hosting and support.
SAILS does not currently have the space or the staff to host a system locally.
 
The group could recommend issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) to find a new ILS and
discovery layer, finding a new discovery layer while continuing with the current ILS, or not
making any changes to the current ILS and discovery layer.
 
The next step for the Task Force is to develop and issue a Request for Information to send to
selected vendors to get more information about their systems and costs. The Task Force also
plans to send out a survey to staff in the fall to assess current satisfaction with Symphony and
Enterprise. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Online Catalog
 



 
 
At the network, we tend to refer to the online catalog in many ways; the opac (online public
access catalog), Enterprise, Enterprise the online catalog, the SAILS catalog, etc. It really is
more than just a place to find books. It contains Novelist, the amazing reader's advisory tool.
It also has each libraries' hours, new book lists, links to the statewide databases, and is the go-
to place for patrons to place their own holds and manage their accounts, including paying their
bills. 
 
Some libraries have chosen to get trained to keep their Enterprise pages updated themselves.
They put in summer reading lists, book club information, links to their own library's databases,
and anything else, really. There are also libraries who use Enterprise as their main website.
And then some libraries ask us at the network to add the information specific to their library.
However it's handled, it does need to be kept up to date. 
 
This is where we are asking for your help. For those of you who maintain your own Enterprise
pages, please take a look at the pages available to your account and let me
(llessner@sailsinc.org) know what needs to be removed. If you do not maintain your own
pages, please do the same and let me know what isn't being used anymore or what needs to
be updated. I'd like to get this cleaned up before our next upgrade.
 
We are hoping to move to the new version of enterprise very shortly after it's made available.
In that move, we'll be adding a huge, new feature - eResources Central. This is where patrons
can find, check out, and manage Overdrive titles, If your library uses Hoopla, Hoopla titles as
well. The other big change will be the "responsive" version of the catalog. We've shown
screenshots of what this will look like in the July newsletter. We'll keep everyone updated
when the change will take place and make some PR material available to you to get to your
patrons as well.
 
 
 

Indie Author Project Available in Overdrive
 



 
Titles from the Indie Author Project are now available in the SAILS Overdrive collection. The
collection is also featured on the SAILS Overdrive home page. You can see which titles are
available in the collection at https://sails.overdrive.com/collection/1015748.
 
The Indie Author Project is a collection of titles from self-published authors selected by Library
Journal, the Black Caucus of the ALA (BCALA), and librarians participating in the Indepdent
Author Project’s regional indie ebook contests
 
The collection is available as a Simultaneous Use package where all titles are available to
users without waitlists or holds.
 
 
 

 
 

Changes to Overdrive Lending Model for Macmillan eBooks
 

 
Macmillan US has announced changes to its eBook lending model that will go into effect on
November 1, 2019. 
 
Under the new model:

For the first eight weeks that a Macmillan eBook is available, each library will only be
allowed to buy one copy of the title under the One Copy/One User model. The price of

https://sails.overdrive.com/collection/1015748


this copy will be $30.
After the first eight weeks, the title will be available under a 24-month Metered Access
model. For the first year, the price of the eBook will be $60. The price will decrease to $40
after the first year. 
There will be no changes to Macmillan’s audiobook lending model, which continues to be
One Copy/One User.

 
The full letter from Macmillan CEO John Sargent outlining these terms is available at
https://image.e.overdrive.com/lib/fe5815707c610c797c17/m/2/1e91712b-aefc-489d-b5c8-
bd4aca9552d0.pdf.
 
More information can be found at https://www.libraryjournal.com/?
detailStory=macmillan-announces-two-month-embargo-on-library-ebooks 
 
Feedback can be sent to Macmillan at elending.feedback@macmillan.com.
 

 
 
 
 

K-12 School Library Meeting Scheduled for August 20
 
 
SAILS school library media specialists are invited to come to the SAILS office on Tuesday,
August 20 to get ready for the upcoming school year, see what’s new in Workflows, talk about
school participation in SAILS, review SAILS procedures and discuss any other topics of interest.
 
Anyone interested in attending the meeting should register here 
 

 
Please send any suggested discussion topics to Kathy Lussier at klussier@sailsinc.org.

 
 
 

Network Stats

 
Circulation (no Overdrive): 
Total Items Circulated: 339,726
Items Loaned between SAILS Libraries: 66,283
 
OverDrive Circulation to SAILS patrons:
Ebook: 26,920
Audio Book: 14,492

https://image.e.overdrive.com/lib/fe5815707c610c797c17/m/2/1e91712b-aefc-489d-b5c8-bd4aca9552d0.pdf
https://www.libraryjournal.com/?detailStory=macmillan-announces-two-month-embargo-on-library-ebooks
http://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=SAILS&curName=2019/08/20_School_Library_Meeting


Video: 82
Magazines: 980
 
Database Size:
Titles: 1,217,851
Items: 4,625,609
Total Patrons: 468,309
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